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Readers Say... 


Students Agree 

To my mind the article “Losing Friends An- 
tagonizing People’ is a pathetic attempt at 
irony... . Situations are obviously overdrawn 
to create effect... . Very frankly, J strongly 
disapprove any attempt at making light of 
the ‘separated life. . J am sure there are 
many students who will agree with me. 
New York City Vivian Johnson 


Who, Mr. Scruggles? 

Say, who is this quy Scruggles? Js he fer or 
agin? Jf so, why not? 

Evanston, III. 1 
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If you do not receive your copy of HIS 
immediately we shall appreciate your pa- 
tience. The train carrying the mailbag 
may have been delayed to allow passage 
of another carrying supplies to our boys 
in Tunisia, or on Guadalcanal... . Ii, 
however, you do not receive your copy 
within a reasonable time please let us 
know. 





Content and Style Tops 

J think the article ‘Christian Evidences Are 
Inadequate’ (Dec., '42) was excellent. J no- 
ticed that a Wheaton College student took 
exception to Mr. Sherwin. . . . For me, both 
the content and the style are really tops. J 
don't think the author disregarded what sci- 
entific evidences of Christianity exist, but 
rather he acknowledged them and then em- 
phasized the lack of such evidence about the 
most important fact of Christianity—namely, 
the Resurrection of our Lord... . Then, in 
the January issue the article “Clear Thinking 
for Muddled Times,” by C. P. Martin, is cer- 
tainly a level-headed, deep-rooted expression 
of a universal Christianity, J like it because 
it rises above mere denominationalism and 
even above nationalism. 


University of Minnesota Marion Hagen 











































Photographer of HIS Cover Picture this month 
is Ed Cording, Director of Public Relations, 
Wheaton College. The subject is none other 
than the author of “Co-ed in Wartime” —at- 
tractive Elizabeth Joslin—complete in Wom- 
en’s Cadet Corps uniform. 
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DOWN BUT NOT OUT 


by Joseph Paue 


ome decades ago a young man, am- 
bitious and eager, failed in a mer- 
cantile business. Death won the girl he 
loved. He ran for a political office; 
voters jeered at his uncouth dress and 
awkward speech, and his opponent was 
elected. He lost a second campaign. 
Friends deserted him; ill-health came. 
Poverty and oblivion beckoned. Then, 
at fifty years of age, he 
sought the Presidency of 
the United States. 

How, from the ashes 
of repeated failure, did 
Abraham Lincoln rise to 
heights supreme? This, 
in effect, was his philos- 
ophy: “I am bigger than 
anything that can hap- 
pen to me. All these 
things—sorrows, misfor- 
tunes and suffering—are 
outside my door. I am in the house and 
I have the key.” 

Lincoln’s “key” was God. He sought 
God regularly—in prayer, in His Word. 
He trusted God to take care of him. So 
God armored him with fortitude and 
strengthened him with ideals uncompro- 
mising. 

Tragedy stalked him steadily, but 
tragedy could not fell him, ever. 

Indeed, things that happen to one, 
however cruel they are at the time, do 
not matter much for long. Only how one 
reacts to them matters. 

Many ambitions die, but only cow- 
ards die with them. “The hammer shat- 
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ters glass but forges steel.” 

See them smile at that—blind Milton, 
slave Carver, stoned Stephen — those 
who, the wiseacres thought, were 
whipped before they started! They, and 
a thousand more. Bucking pride, preju- 
dice, position, convention, ignorance, 
superstition, selfishness — clinging to 
their -convictions—turning every diffi- 
culty into a door! Every 
one a failure for a time 
—many a failure, to the 
world, till death and 
longer. 

“And Samuel grew, 
for the Lord was with 
him.” See? 

Yes. “Failures” often 
sow the seeds, and pos- 
terity reaps the fruit. 
The theories of Galileo, 
for example, were cruci- 
fied for centuries after his eyes were 
darkened to his beloved stars; today as- 
tronomers, reasoning from his rule, bask 
in mark and mint. 

Who smiles now? Livingstone and 
Luther, St. Francis of Assissi and Na- 
than Hale, Clara Barton and Jane Hull! 
The world is always behind the times, 
but Truth, though mortal as the crow, 
has its resurrection. 

Channing Pollock tells of the millions 
of “little men” faring forth to humble 
jobs, building modest homes, paying 
taxes, educating children, behaving 
themselves, complaining little, living 
quietly, dying unsung. 


LOGIC PLUS 


The God who is at the 
mercy of a buman chain 
of agreement is not the 
God who can lift us out 
of the miry clay.—Auth- 





They are the heroes! They are the 
heroes in the strife. Is it possible they 
are the successes, too? 

The answer is, the smallest pool be- 
side the road embraces to its bosom the 
stars and sun, as clearly as does the 
mighty ocean. 

Think! If we reflect God’s love, what 
matters the size of our house or the tex- 
ture of our clothes? And we cannot re- 
flect God’s love if our lives are muddied 
with greed and hate, worry and fear. 
“Perfect love casteth out fear!” 

Yes, Jesus loved the little men, the 
multitude, the burden bearers, those 
who turned to him as instinctively as a 
flower turns to the sun. “Come unto me, 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and | will give you rest.” 

Here is the true story of a Boss who 
is big. “I take my Bible into business,” 
he told me. “Its precepts are as neces- 
sary as twine or trucks. Its promises are 
surer than man’s. In good times it is a 
governor, in poor times an accelerator. 
As a youth, be-tempted and wondering, 
the Bible taught me how to pray prop- 
erly; and soon it taught me how to get 
righteously and how to give gratefully. 
The Bible is good business!” 

Failure, then, is a state of mind—not 
a grade in Dun & Bradstreet. 

“Success,”’ the late E. W. Howe once 
relevantly told this writer, “is doing 


your honest best with your abilities and 
resources. Success is in the striving, not 
in the arriving. Success is a satisfied 
conscience!” 

And conscience? Conscience is the 
oracle of God! “Be still, and know that 
I am God.” Trust this Voice, and obey. 
Even as Lincoln, as Livingstone, as the 
little child who sings “Jesus loves me, 
this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” 

So simple, so easy, so obvious! 

So simple that the “educated” skeptic 
walks carefully and suspiciously around 
the grain of mustard seed and stumbles 
over a mountain of misery, and ever 
thereafter wonders why life is so “un- 
fair” to logic. 

To youth on the threshold of puzzling 
endeavor, to man fighting a war in the 
lines or back of the lines, to woman 
thrust from home into factory, let it then 
be said: “Hold fast to your beliefs, if 
honest and constructive, and think of 
the thing and plan for the thing you 
really want to do in life. Cling to cour- 
age and high ideals. Wars and privations 
may torture, and new customs and eco- 
nomic systems confuse, but if you have 
put your trust in Christ, nothing can 
count you out. 

“Remember, one with God is a ma- 
jority. Remember that, and you will win. 
Regardless of the world’s tabulation, you 
will always win!” 





eguostic “urns Prophet | 


The silence of the theologians is one of the incredible phenomena 
of these dangerous days. What J desire to point out is that the New 
Testament offers precise and elaborate specifications of the events pre- 
ceding the inevitable end of the world, and that a fair reading of them 
must lead any rational man to conclude that these events are now 
upon us. 

H. £L. Mencken, late editor The American Mercury 
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Co-ed In Wartime 
by Ekizabeth Yostin 


am a sophomore in college. Before | 
I sat down and listed the things | might 
do, I was ready to admit that in wartime 
any representative of the female sex 
with a yen for “higher education” had 


every excuse to indulge in a good bit of 
loud, long wailing. 

On the surface it seemed to me that 
the war—at least so far as college stu- 


dents were concerned—was “for men 
only.” They got the uniforms. They 
strutted in close-order drill. They could 
talk of romantic isles—of Timor, Gua- 
dalcanal, Rabaul. . . . For us gals there 
was nothing to do. 

Oh, of course, there were those flabby 
things we were told we should do. “Be 
nice to the boys in uniform.” “Study 





hard and keep up morale.” 

Fluff, I said. 

But, since no one came around to sop 
up my tears, one day I stifled a sob and 
sat down to figure the thing out. 

I am too young to join either the 
WAVES or the WAAC’s. I am an im- 
possible knitter. The very fact of being 


such as participate in the blood donor 
campaign. With the increased conscious- 
ness of the importance of physical fit- 
ness there has come to our campus an 
enlarged program in the physical edu- 
cation department involving both indi- 
viduals and groups. Thus, I can serve 
in the Women’s Cadet Corps, which 


in college limits my 
activities and keeps 
me from immediate 
defense work. Yet 
this appears to be the 
Lord’s guiding for the 
present. 

From this premise 
the following courses 
of action suggested 
themselves. It seems 
to me that my obliga- 
tions are divided into 
two very definite cat- 
egories: First, my 
contributionsin a ma- 
terial way ; second, 





This is how a Wheaton 
College sophomore thinks 
she can best be of help in 
wartime. .. . But there are 
many more colleges and 
universities, countless fresb- 
men, juniors and seniors 
who also have ideas on this 
subject. HIS is interested in 
what you have to say, and 
will pay up to $10 for all 
articles which it publishes 
on the subject of how a 
co-ed on the campus may 
aid the war effort. Address 
all manuscripts to The Edi- 
tor, HIS, 20 N. Wacker Dr., 


prepares me for work 
later in the enlisted 
women’s divisions of 
the service. 

My spiritual re - 
sponsibilities 
are more difficult to 
define. But I can write 
helpful, encouraging 
letters to relativesand 
friends in the armed 
forces. More than 
that, I can pray for 
my country and her 
men in their day of 
need. God answers 
prayer. Over and 





those of a spiritual 
nature. 

Materially I can do 
all the essential small 


| Chicago, Ill. 





over in the last few 
months I have had 
material evidence of 
= that from the state- 








things that are the 

practical duty of every citizen. I can 
buy war stamps, give old clothes and 
money to refugees. | can govern my 
spending and neither waste food or fuel, 
electricity or other things. 

Moreover, there are some activities 
peculiar in certain aspects to a campus. 
In school I can prepare by taking spe- 
cialized courses for my future work as 
an educated and trained citizen better 
able to meet present and post-war prob- 
lems. Students and faculty members roll 
bandages and do other Red Cross work, 
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ments of those who 

have not been previously strong in the 
faith. 

Therefore, as a Christian student on 
a college campus, it seems to me that | 
have certain opportunities—yes, obliga- 
tions. And rather than grousing over the 
lack of fanfare in the exercise of them, 
from now on I’m going to give out. 

Realistically speaking, | may be able 
to help relatively little in a material way, 
but spiritually it may be my prayer that 
will decide the fate of my nation. That 
is enough for me. 





on 


1 Can Give Old Clothes, save on light and heat, I'll Puzzle my way through specialized courses 
and buy war stamps—even if I can’t knit. to better prepare myself for whatever emer- 
gency may arise. 
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Making Up Bandages for the Red Cross, doing Spiritually | Con Aid—by writing encouraging 


letters to those in the services, by praying for 
my country. 


my part as a blood donor are important ways 


to help. 
7 

































LIKE NOTED SCHOLARS | 


‘STUDY THE BIBLE 





oday as never before in world his- 
- the Bible is in the spotlight. 
More Bibles are being printed, sold and 
distributed free of charge than ever be- 
fore. The U. S. Army, for the first time 
in the history of modern warfare, is giv- 
ing the Scriptures to its fighting men. 


Yet in spite of the fact that the Bible 
is the all-time world’s “best-selling” 
book, how many persons know how to 
get out of it what God has put there 
for them? 


Intellectual struggle is not incompati- 
ble with true piety and the deepest spir- 
ituality. Because the Bible is more than 
literature it is nonetheless real 
literature. It was conveyed to the writers 
through mental and spiritual travail and 
will not be re-revealed without a little 
mental exercise of the same sort. 


mere 


All right, you are willing to pay the 
price in time, patience and energy, what 
should you do? Here are a few sugges- 
tions which you might find practical if 
you give them half a chance. 


Did it ever occur to you that each of 
17 of the 27 New Testament books is 
short enough to be printed in a column 
or two on the front page of any daily 
newspaper? Yet, all that many know of 
the Bible are a few isolated texts, mis- 






learned, misquoted or utterly divorced 
from their contexts. We have a fleeting 
impression of an idea here or an expres- 
sion there without the faintest concep- 
tion of unity or order. 


Did you ever read only the fifth chap- 
ter of a novel and condemn the whole 
book as dull and uninteresting? Then 
why not be as fair to the Author of the 
Bible as you are to the modern fiction 
writer? Try reading a book as a whole. 
Read it from the author’s viewpoint and 
when you have finished write down the 
impressions left upon your mind. What- 
ever those dominant impressions are 
may be the author’s main points and 
are the things you want to go back and 
study. 


Now it is time to go back and read 
the book more slowly and carefully. 
This time your object is not to see what 
the spiritual meaning is, but simply to 
get the content as it lies before you on 
the printed page. You are in no position 
as yet to interpret the meaning, draw 
conclusions and suppositions and apply 
them, for you have not as yet acquired 
an accurate knowledge of what is writ- 
ten there. 


So read it. Re-read it. Now read it 


again. 
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Read it as though you were an artist 
looking for something to paint and if 
there are any objects or scenes described 
visualize them. 

Read it as though you were a drama- 
tist and if there is conversation or action 
imagine seeing it dramatized. 

Read it as though you were a musi- 
cian and if there are any songs sung, 
do all within your power to hear them. 
Remember we have a Hallelujah Chorus 
because Handel heard a song in the 
Revelation. 

Now read it aloud 
and interpret as you 
read. Keep in mind 
that thoughtfully to 


Go back now to 
the beginning of your 
book and look for 
some specific things. 


Always look for 
something. Ask your- 
self these simple 
questions: Are there 
any people mentioned in this book? 
Who are they? 

Now write down everything you can 
find that throws light on the character 
and circumstance of those mentioned. 
That’s the way great Bible teachers who 
give such wonderful character studies 
get their information. Gannett says the 
Bible is a book of lives. It is a book of 
men praying rather than a book of 
prayer, of men believing rather than a 
book of beliefs, of men sinning and re- 
penting and righting themselves rather 
than a book of ethics. 


Magnus. 





In studying an epistle write down all 
you can find out about the writer from 


TRY I 


read is to study. “We have 
Prof. R. Moulton, ‘almost 
everything that is possible 
with the Greek and Hebrew 
writings. .’. . 
one thing left to do with the 
Don’t read aimlessly. Bible—simply to read it.’ 
From Christus Medicus 


There is just 


what he says and the way he writes. 

Also look at the recipient. What in 
the letter throws light upon those to 
whom it was written? In reading narra- 
tive portions such as the four gospels 
always look for the reactions of people. 
Jesus’ words caused peculiar reactions 
upon both believers and unbelievers. 
These reactions may help you know 
what to expect from those students who 
hear the gospel from you. 

Then what is said here? This may be 
a revealing question. 
Here you want to get 
carefully everything 
the scriptures say, not 
what you think they 
say. Get all the de- 
tails of the situation. 
Use your pencil and 
write down the 
| points. Now review 
| them in your mind ia 

proper order. 

Next, get the geo- 
graphical location. 
Use the map in the 

back of your Bible, that’s what it’s there 
for. Geography and locality very often 
affect events. In Acts 17, Paul preached 
a sermon in Athens that he never had 
preached anywhere else. There was 
something in that particular location 
that gave him his theme. Look it up and 
see. Get a yellow pencil and mark all 
points of geography. 


done,” says 


Now, look for the time element. Some 
of the things Jesus did would not have 
bothered the Pharisees on Tuesday, but 
upset them terribly because He did them 
on the Sabbath. How do people know 
that Jesus lived 33 years, and that there 
is one week between Palm Sunday and 
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Easter Sunday? They simply watch the 
passage of time. Get yourself a green 
pencil and mark all the hours, days, 
sunsets and sunrises in your Bible. 


Seek for the reason behind the things 
put in the scripture. The Holy Spirit 
never wrote one unnecessary word, just 
as Beethoven never wrote an unneces- 
sary note. See why it was that Jesus 
spoke of the bread of life when He did 
(John 6). This investigation will lead 
you to see that all the things in the Bible 
are related. Connect everything that is 
said with what goes before and what 
comes after. Perhaps this hint will help 
—look for such conjunctions as but, 
wherefore, therefore; they are words 
which indicate that something has gone 
before and something else will follow. 

























One more suggestion. When reading 
a long involved passage, take the cen- 
tral verb, free it from the surrounding 
detail and discover how other state- 


Do this with Hebrews 13 :20-21. If there 
are a number of verbs, especially verbs 
of action (don’t limit yourself to in- 
volved passages), jot them all down and 
note the sequence. There may be some 


A mechanic was called in to repair the 
mechanism of a giant telescope. During the 
noon hour the chief astronomer came upon 
the man reading the Bible. “What good do 
you expect from that?’ he asked. “The Bible 
is out of date. Why, you don't even know 
who wrote it. 

The mechanic puzzled a moment. Then be 
looked up. ‘Don't you make considerable use 
of the multiplication table in your calcula- 
tions?” 
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ments in the passage are related to it. - 


logical steps which the Holy Spirit put 
there for our progress. 

Keep all your senses awake. Be alert. 
When there is a sunset, see it. When 
Isaac smells his son’s clothing which is 
“as the smell of the field which Jehovah 
hath blessed,” smell it. When the wind 
blows and a storm arises, listen for it. 
The Bible is a living book. If we would 
have it affect lives today, we must let it 
live. 

Final and most important point in any 
Bible study is this. Look for the mes- 
sage which Cod has in it for you. What 
is the main thing God is teaching in this 
portion of scripture, how does it fit into 
God’s whole plan of redemption, and 
what bearing does it have on my life 
rigbt now? Obey implicitly and share it 
immediz tely. 

One famous Bible scholar says, ‘All 
we need to know is that God has spoken, 
then obedience becomes the very highest 
order of intelligent acting.” We bring 
glory to God when we obey Him our- 
selves, we bring more glory to God 
when we bring others to obey Him. 
“Light obeyed increaseth light. 

Light rejected bringeth night.” 


—ona> 


It Works 


“Yes, of course,’ returned the other. 

“Do you know who wrote it?” 

“Why, no, J guess J don't.” 

“Then,” said the mechanic, “how can you 
trust the multiplication table when you don't 
know who wrote it?” 

“We trust it because .. . well, because it 
works,” the astronomer finished testily. 

“Well, J trust the Bible for the same rea- 
son—it just works.” 

—From Christus Medicus Magnus 
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WHAT A CHAPLAIN CAN DO 


(The following article is a letter written from the Solomon Islands, by Lieut. W. 
Wyeth Willard, Navy chaplain assigned to a Marine unit on Guadalcanal. The 
letter was written to his wife and was first published in the Oct. 18, 1942, issue of 
The Boston Sunday Globe.) 


oo Grace and Family: 

I guess it is all right for me to tell you 
that I was an eye-witness of the capture 
by our Marine and Navy of the Solo- 
mon Islands. I took part in the landing 
operations, and saw my friends brought 
in dead and wounded. Also men right 
beside me were shot down. But God was 
good to me and spared my life. 

As I wrote in a previous letter, my 
battle station was in the first-aid station. 
This was a building that had been a store 
(Lever Brothers, that make Lifebuoy 
soap). I aided the doctors by washing 
the wounded. At night I held the dim- 
blue flashlight for them at the operating 
table, where they removed shrapnel and 
bullets. Also, they sewed up the flesh 
wounds, and prepared the men to be 
sent back to the ships. I contacted the 
coxswains of the boats, and saw to it that 
the wounded were evacuated immedi- 
ately to the ships. Sometimes this was a 
life-and-death matter, since our first-aid 
doctors did not have the facilities for 
difficult operations, and the ships did. 

I am glad the good Lord could use me 
in this service. Also that He placed me 
here to preach the gospel, to give out 
pocket Testaments to each man, and to 
tell individually the story of Christ. 
How little did I realize during those hot, 
sweaty days, when rivers of perspiration 
poured down my body, when | was tell- 





ing the gospel to those men in my room, 
that so many were living the last month 
of their lives. As I wrote before, there 
were 29 baptisms on board ship, and 
over 200 were awaiting my instructions 
and baptism, so mighty was the working 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Well, your husband is now a veteran. 
And my Colonel said something yester- 
day that made me feel quite proud—and 
I pass it on to you, since you naturally 
will be interested. He said, “Chaplain, 
you have won your way into the hearts 
of the men. During the time of battle 
you were unafraid, and carried yourself 
as a good soldier. They have been 
watching you. You have won the battle 
into their hearts.” 

But, in a certain sense, everyone was 
afraid. With bombs bursting around 
you, with bullets whizzing by your head 
too close for comfort, with men falling 
by your side—the man who isn’t afraid 
is either crazy or a liar. But God gave 
me the strength and courage to carry on 
as though I was not afraid, and the faith 
to trust Him for deliverance. 

The night before the battle, a group 
of men came voluntarily to my room for 
prayer. You should have heard some of 
those prayers, such as that of one lad 
who said: “Dear Lord, if anyone falls 
in the battle tomorrow, may it be me, 
because I know Christ as my Saviour 
and Lord. Give some of those poor fel- 
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lows who do not know Christ another 
chance, and take me if it be Thy will, 
O Lord.” As far as I know, none of that 
group who came to my room to pray 
were either killed or wounded. God 
spared them all, I believe. 

Here on this island I am very busy. 
Several officers have accepted Christ and 
have asked me to teach them the Bible. 
. . . As I was coming up from eating, 
I passed a group of men studying from 
the New Testament. Honestly, Grace, 
the Holy Spirit is working mightily here. 
I thank God that He had a little candle- 
stick on this island, and placed me in it 
as a light for Jesus Christ. A young chap 
who had been arguing for atheism on 
board ship coming over came to me and 
said, “Chaplain, if this keeps up much 
longer, I'll be thinking your way.” 

The spirit of the men is very good. 
Two months ago most of them were 
boys. Now they are men. They have had 


their baptism of fire and bullets. We can 
ever be proud of them. I saw one com- 
pany cross a causeway to attack the 
enemy so near at hand. | saw the Jap- 
anese flag waving in the wind. In the 
face of stiff enemy fire they moved for- 
ward. Not one foot wavered! Not one 
man turned back! Not one coward 
among them! Many fell wounded and 
dead in the next few moments. But soon 
the position was taken and the Jap flag 
hauled down. 

Well, I could write more and more, 
but space and censor rules forbid. I have 
given you no names, troop numbers, or 
other statistics. 

God bless you all, my dear, dear ones. 
How much we all on this island appre- 
ciate and love our homes and every 
blessing. We have so little here—and yet 
enough. 

Love to ail, 
W. WyetH WILLARD 


Visual Wéitness 


At Dunkirk it bappened frequently that as the men were 
attacked on the beach some prayed almost for the first time. 
When they got up again and saw that machine gun bullets had 
traced a pattern around their impression in the sand, the con- 
clusion that God answers prayer was inevitable. 

—Capt. H. €. Beresford Mash 
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in Reveille 








f you were to step on the campus at 

the University of Minnesota these 
days you would be likely to think no 
more of the modest-appearing chap you 
saw wearing the insignia of a R. O. T. C. 
major other than that he appeared a nice 
fellow. 

But it wouldn’t be long before you 
began to hear a good bit about Stan 
Block. . . . He is a member of a host 
of honorary societies—a list as long as 
your arm. Popular with students, he has 
held a number of school and class po- 
litical posts—in fact, is now director of 
the University’s all-student drive direct- 
ed at the State Legislature for a one and 
one-quarter million dollar mechanical- 





aeronautical building on the campus, as 
well as All-University Council treasurer. 

What really counts, however, is Stan’s 
personal testimony. “This ‘new life in 
Christ’ stuff would sound queer to me 
if it weren’t for Stan Block,” a Univer- 
sity of Minnesota student exclaimed one 
day. “That fellow lives out during the 
week what | sometimes hear about on 
Sunday.” 

But all this Stan sloughs off with a 
shrug. For what he is most interested in 
is the Christian Fellowship League, of 
which he is this year’s president. “The 
gang is really doing a swell piece of 
work here,” he says. 

What’s more, what he says is true. 













































ome time ago a university student 
S accepted Christ as Saviour. Imme- 
diately he set about doing the things he 
had seen other Christians doing, and 
thought he ought to do himself 

But discouragement was the only fruit 
of his enterprise. His plans failed. He 
was thrown into the depths of despair 
and gloom. 

Then one day he discovered that in 
the Christian life obedience and faith 
are closely related. That realization 
proved the turning point in his life—as 
it has in the lives of men and women 
throughout the ages through whom the 
Lord has been able to bring blessing to 
the world. 

True faith, these men and women 
have discovered, listens to God’s Word, 
and then acts on it. “Faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the Word of 
God” (Romans 10:17). Likewise, the 
words chiefly translated “obey” in the 
Authorized Version of the Bible have the 
meanings “hearken” in the Old Testa- 
ment and “hearken submissively” in the 
New. Thus obedience is doing what God 
says. 

The essential part of faith, however, 
is not only a belief that God’s Word is 
true, but rather an act resulting from 
that belief. And that act is obedience. 
As the Christian life, therefore, is a life 
of faith, it is also a life of obedience. 


HOW TO PLEASE GOD 


by Dautd “Tyron 







All God’s blessings are received through 
faith. 


There can be no true faith apart from 
obedience; therefore, without obedience 
there can be no blessing. 


What does this obedience mean in a 
Christian’s life? 


It may clear the ground a bit to say 
that obedience is not doing the thing 
which I think ought to please God. It is 
listening to what He says, and obeying 
that. 


In the passage from which the classic 
text on this subject comes, “To obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to hearken than 
the fat of rams” (I Samuel 15:22), we 
read of how Saul did a thing which he 
thought would be most commendable to 
God. After defeating the Amalekites, he 
spared the best of the sheep and the 
oxen to sacrifice to the Lord. But God’s 
Word had been “utterly destroy all that 
they have.” Saul had done what he 
thought good, instead of listening to the 
voice of God. And the word of the Lord 
to him through Samuel was, “Because 
thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, 
He hath also rejected thee from being 
king.” 

The principles underlying that story, 
and many another in both Old and New 
Testaments, are of deep significance to 
the Christian who wishes to walk in the 
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pathway of obedience and blessing. The 
first essential is to hearken to the word 
of the Lord. The second, to obey—not 
what you think He ought to have said, 
but what He actually said. 

Many Christians are so sure that they 
know what the Lord wants of them that 
they rush around like Martha expecting 
the Lord to back up their efforts, and 
take no time to sit at His feet as Mary 
did, to hear His Word. 

Then we need to remember that there 
is a general and a 


grace is in no sense whatever a legal 
obedience. 

And then he must “hearken submis- 
sively” to God’s Word concerning the 
gift of His Spirit. For He has come to 
dwell within the believer to work out in 
him the salvation which Christ has se- 
cured for him, a part (not a condition) 
of which is that the righteousness of the 
law should be fulfilled in those who walk 
not after the flesh but after the Spirit 
(Romans 8:4). 

Thus, he will learn 
that obedience is not 


Obedience in prin- 


particular obedience. _ 
| 
| 
| 


ciple must precede 
obedience in detail. 
Obedience in attitude 
leads to obedience in 


AIM TO PLEASE 


Always intentionally aim 
to please God... . Endeav- 
or always to remember that 


conforming to a set of 
rules, but yielding to 
the sway of a person; 
that “be filled with 
the Spirit” and “walk 


act. you are in His immediate 
presence. .. . Repose in un- 
shaken confidence on the 
sacrificial atonement of 
Christ... . “Grieve not the 
Holy Spirit of God.’ —L. P. 


General obedience | 
means that the Chris- | 
tian must “hearken 
submissively” to the 
word of the Lord 
concerning his utter 
inability to obey in 
the energy of the flesh. He must agree 
with God that if blessing depends upon 
his ability to bring his sinful heart into 
line with God’s will for him, then he can 
never be blessed. He must understand 
that the best which he can produce from 
a sin-cursed human nature is abomina- 
tion in the eyes of the Lord. He must be 
in complete agreement with such words 
as “In me [that is, in my flesh] dwelleth 
no good thing.” “As the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itself... no more can ye.” 
He must give up every thought that he 
can win God’s favor by his obedience. 
He must understand that the obedience 
for which God asks in this day of 


Rowland. 


in the Spirit” sum up 
the general commands 
to be obeyed before 
the detailed wishes of 
the Lord for the life 
of every day can be 
fulfilled. 

Having come this 
far he now discovers that particular 
obedience—that is, obedience in the de- 
tails of life—is no longer an attempt to 
do all the things which the Bible says a 
Christian should do. Rather it is a count- 
ing upon the Spirit of God to bring to 
the memory and to apply to particular 
circumstances those scriptures by which 
He would light that portion of the path- 
way; and so to impart in increasing 
measure the mind of Christ that more 
and more the Christian knows instinc- 
tively what His Lord would have him 
do. 

Hence, true obedience puts the whole 
responsibility in every case upon the 
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Holy Spirit, living naturally and simply 
in the glad confidence that “it is no 
longer I, but Christ that liveth in me.” 
This obedience is far removed from legal 
obedience, for where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty. 

True, the pull of the world, the flesh 


and the devil often make the pathway 
of obedience a hard one to choose. Yet 
as that pathway is trodden, whatever 
may be the cost, it leads to increasing 
Freedom, Certainty and Gladness in the 
Lord. That is the ultimate of Christian 
living in this age. 
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Take It from the Navy 


Jn a certain barracks there is a young seaman who nigbtly drops 
to bis knees at bis bunk when taps blow and silently offers a prayer 
to his God. He does it unostentatiously—just a quiet moment when 
be communes with bis Maker, asks forgiveness for bis sins and asks 
the Almighty to look after bim and bis loved ones at bome. 


When this young sailor first moved into bis barracks at night 
fall be offered bis little prayer as usual. A so-called hard-boiled gob 
nearby, observing the action, called out a derisive taunt. The young 
man finisbed bis prayer, arose, spun upon bis beel and turned upon 
bis taunter a flaming look. The hard-boiled one cowered. 





That was all. In a look he had conveyed to the other that this 
was his little rite, and ke meant to enjoy it without interruption. 
The hard-boiled one said no more that night, nor any other night. 


This lad who nightly says bis prayers is no prude. He's a live- 
wire, up-and-doing, full-of-pep American youngster. And he's per- 
haps the most popular lad in the barracks. 


Read history. See how often it is recorded that as generals and 
admirals have led their men into battle, they have stopped a moment 
to place themselves in the hands of the Almighty. In the bour of 
crisis, man turns to God. Jf then, why not every day? 


Note: Jf you ever meet up with a fellow who has the “intestinal 
fortitude’ to say bis prayers in the barracks, don't make fun of 


him, sbake his band, encourage bim, and recommend bim for a 
Distinguished Service Medal!) 
—from the Great Lakes Bulletin 
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Conversions that Counted -I11 


p until | was 17 I lived an ordinary 
U thoughtless life. | was a member 
of the Parish Church Choir at Oswestry 
where I sang tenor, but I only went to 
church for the singing. 


While there I attended Canon Cash- 
el’s Bible Class mainly because of the 
opportunity it gave for questions and 
discussions, of which I was very fond. 
On one occasion the Canon appealed (as 
I thought) for additional helpers in the 
choir, and understanding it was for the 
afternoon when I was free of my other 
choir work, I volunteered and was ac- 
cepted. 


Soon afterwards he made another ap- 
peal for Sunday School teachers, and 
said, “One has volunteered—Mr. Tho- 
mas.” 


I was horror-struck. “I never offered 
for that; | thought it was for the choir!” 
I said to the chap next to me. 


“Too late. You'll have to stick to your 
word now,” he replied jokingly. 

“But,” I said, “I’ve never done any- 
thing of the sort in my life!” 

However, | started. 


This was about November, 1877, and 
for about four months I did my best, 
though I was led to see that I was really 
trying to teach what I did not know my- 
self. During this time | bought a Bible, 
and all the while | was getting more 
impressed with the fact that these young 
men had something I had not. God was 
undoubtedly at work making me feel 
my need of Him. 


Then about a year later I had a con- 
versation with one of these chaps named 
Preston. He tried to help me to accept 
Christ. 


Night after night we talked. But no 
light came. My difficulty was my in- 
ability to “feel” saved. 


At length Preston spoke of me to an 
older friend of his, Mr. Charles Poole, 
an earnest Christian—also a member of 
the Society. Poole and Preston had a 
talk with me. | remember Poole taking 
out a coin and asking me to put it in my 
vest-pocket. 


“Do you feel you’ve got it?” he 


asked. 
“No,” I replied, “I know | have.” 


“So,” he rejoined, ‘““we know we have 
Christ when we accept Him and believe 
His Word without feeling it.” 


We kneeled down and he prayed. 
Then he asked me to pray for myself. 
| did—hesitatingly, haltingly. | cannot 
even recall what I said. I only know that 
I arose with a joy and a light I had never 


had before. 


That was Saturday night, March 23, 
1878, at 9 p. m. The place was Trinity 
schoolroom, Castle Fields, Oswestry. 

When I awoke the next morning my 
soul was overflowing with joy, and since 
then I have never doubted that it was 
on that Saturday night I was “born 
again” —converted to God. 


—Dr. W.H. Griffith- Thomas 
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es one year the students of Yale Uni- 
versity gave $10,000 for foreign 
missions. Moreover, one-third of all 
missionaries on the foreign field were 
student volunteers—5,500 of them right 
off the campus. 

. . . No, that wasn’t last year. Or 
the year before. The trouble is, it was 
a quarter of a century ago. 

Most of us have forgotten the little 
motto that electrified the college world 
in those days, “The Evangelization of 
the World in This Generation.” That 
motto swept the church into the greatest 
missionary crusade it had ever under- 
taken. This same failing memory on the 
part of the student generations since 
then resulted in a drop in number of new 
missionaries from 1,731 in 1920 to 558 


Career for the 


in 1927, a decrease of two-thirds in only 
seven years. In fact, between 1925 and 
1938 Asia alone lost 2,206 missionaries, 
and that was before the war threw boat- 
load after boatload of desperately need- 
ed Christian workers out of that conti- 
nent. 

What has this decline in missionary 
interest meant? 

Korea can no longer point to the 
amazing results of mission work which 
were the pride of the Christian world 
at the turn of the century. In 1890 there 
were some 100 converts in the country. 
By 1907 there were actually over 1,000 
self-supporting churches with 30,000 
members and over 120,000 adherents, 
hundreds of Christian schools with 15,- 
000 students—the entire work self-sup- 
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Co uFag eo ub by Samuel Hugh Moffett 


porting and church membership increas- 
ing at the rate of fifty per cent each 
year. But by 1942 Christian Korea was 
in jail. 

The Netherlands Indies, up to one 
short year ago the greatest center of 
indigenous Christianity on the mission 
field with its 1,610,533 independent, 
self-governing and vitally evangelistic 
native Christians, is now no longer free 
and self-governing and must suffer Jap- 
anese edicts against religious organiza- 
tion of any kind. 


This is all bitter medicine to the stu- 
dent generation which was about to 
evangelize the world. Actually the 
Christian population of the world is still 
confined mainly to Europe and the 
Americas. Throughout the rest of the 
world there is only one Christian to 






every 105 people, and non-Christian 
lands still cover three-fifths of the 
globe’s land surface. 


And there is your challenge. 


Of the earth’s total population only 
18 per cent is Roman Catholic, 10 per 
cent is Protestant, and 7 per cent is 
Eastern Orthodox. 65 per cent of the 
world is still heathen. But here is the last 
straw, the final damaging bit of statisti- 
cal data that should send Christians to 
hide in dark corners or to sail straight 
to the front line of missionary service. 
The bad news is this: there are actually 
more non-Christians in the world today 
than there were when the modern mis- 
sionary movement began its crusade to 
evangelize the world—more heathen to- 
day than there were even ten years ago. 
Population increase still outstrips the 


Remember, 65% of the World is still heathen, and the need for missionaries is greater 


now than ever before. 


growth of the Christian community. 


Right now most of us are interested 
in the world of tomorrow—in winning 
the peace and formulating the bases of 
a just and durable peace. But it takes 
more than mirrors. It takes more than 
wars and peace treaties to make a better 
world out of a world that is growing 
more heathen every year. 


. . . Which brings me back to where 
I started: if you’re looking for some- 
thing important to do, you'd better be a 
missionary. 

This side of the world has just dis- 
covered South America, the continent 
with a future. You can’t use the war as 
an excuse not to go to South America. 


Last year the Brazilian church pleaded 
for 100 missionaries to come at once in 
the year of opportunity and win that 
strategic nation from sheer paganism 
and decadent Romanism. The vast heart 
of South America, sprawling from the 
fever-ridden jungles of the Amazon to 
the icy peaks of the Andes, is the great- 
est stretch of unevangelized territory in 
the world. 


Or how about Africa? 


You can still get to Africa if you are 
willing and God wants you there. | 
heard a medical missionary (he has been 
personal physician to Emperor Haile Se- 
lassie, of Ethiopia) who flew last month 
from Khartoum to Florida say that from 
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speak to the heart of the heathen. 


the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan to Liberia his 
plane passed over not one mission sta- 
tion. 


Or India. 


If we sent out 1,000 missionaries to 
India tomorrow each could find 650 
villages without any resident Christian 
workers. The number of unsaved in that 
country alone is greater than the entire 
population of the continent of Africa. 
Yet India has the fastest growing church 
in the world today, increasing at the 
rate of 400 a day. What a challenge to 
a young Christian facing the future— 
and facing his Lord. 


If you are looking for even bigger 
stakes, take China — one-fifth of the 


No Field Is Easy, but the Holy Spirit works in a mighty way when we trust in Him to 


world’s population. 

As China goes these next twenty-five 
years so will probably go Asia. And in 
China we find the brightest missionary 
hope of the century, for of the five men 
who now seem to hold in their hands 
the future of the world—Hitler, Church- 
ill, Roosevelt, Stalin and Chiang Kai- 
shek—the most thoroughly Christian is 
Chinese. 

Yes, there’s still a mission field. And 
we still have a Lord who says, “Go ye 
into all the world and preach the gos- 
pel.” Take that command for your 
marching orders and you'll not only be 
building a better world, you'll be win- 
ning souls for the best of all worlds, the 
world without end. 
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he Christian student who believes 

the Bible is the Word of God “the 
only infallible rule of practice and faith” 
is confronted with the very serious prob- 
lem of integrating properly what he 
learns in class with what the Bible 
teaches. 

Unfortunately this confusion is not 
limited to subjects where he would quite 
naturally expect teaching contradictory 
to the Bible, but may be encountered in 
any class on any subject. As a result 
students whose faith was none too firmly 
“rooted and grounded” may have their 
convictions weakened or almost entirely 
swept away. Others with a real living 
faith and unshakable convictions but 
without adequate preparation are fre- 
quently confused. They may suspect 
that what is taught is unsound, but be 
incapable of returning a satisfactory an- 
swer. There are also cases where the 
sincere though unsuspecting student is 
persuaded to make what seems to be 
only very minor concessions to the 
“scholarly position” unaware that taken 
together they combine to deny the es- 
sential truth of God’s Word. 


Suppose you have found yourself in 
one of these predicaments. What can 
you do? 

Your first and most important step is 
to acquaint yourself thoroughly with the 
Bible. Find out what it declares to be 
true and maintain this stoutly in the 
face of the most convincing attack. Then 
remember, that although you may have 
arrived at your conclusions through a 
logical study of the Scriptures you will 
not be able to reason with the unbeliever 
on the same basis. “Let no man deceive 
himself. If any man among you seemeth 
to be wise in this world, let him become 
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‘CLASSROOM THINKING FOR 
CHAISTIAN STUDENTS | 


a fool that he may be wise. For the wis- 
dom of this world is foolishness with 
God” (I Corinthians 3 :18-19). 

In other words, we have no right to 
expect that any man who is not born 
again could comprehend the truth of 
Scripture since it is spiritually discerned 
(I Corinthians 2:14). A man without 
Christ, therefore, is committed to an 
alien philosophy—Evolution, the Broth- 
erhood of Man, Salvation by Works, or 
pure Agnosticism. Thus, the glorious 
truths which mean so much to us who 
have been “born again” are foolishness 
to him. 

Moreover, one of the greatest mis- 
takes many Christians make is to try to 
win souls by arguing apologetics with 
an unsaved person. Such an attempt is 
foreordained to failure. It is important 
to realize this for only then can we 
understand why our professors hold 
theories which seem so absurd to us. 
They can’t very well help it. Without 
Christ their only recourse is to a hu- 
manly devised rationalistic explanation 
for the world in which they live. 

More than that, until we can compre- 
hend the open rebellion and antagonism 
that exist in the minds of all men who 
deny Christ we will fail to understand 
the reason for the insidious and unceas- 





ing attack upon evangelic Christianity 
which is carried on in the college class- 
room and laboratory. “The carnal mind 
is enmity against God” (Romans 8:7). 
That is, it rebels at the very thought of 
God and by nature fights Him with 
every means at its disposal. 


Hence, the “open mind,” which is the 
scholar’s great pride and boast, simply 
does not exist with reference to Chris- 
tian things. What he means by an “open 
mind” is a mind which is open for any 
and every human theory but which is 
once and for all completely closed to 
everything which comes from God. 


So far the picture is dark and rightly 
so, for no amount of whitewashing can 
alter the facts. But, as always, God has 
a glorious promise for His children. In 
Psalm 119:99 we read, “I have more 
understanding than all my teachers; for 
Thy testimonies are my meditation.” 
Notice this is not knowledge, which 
consists of accumulated facts, but rather 
understanding, which is the proper ap- 
preciation and interpretation of those 
same facts. 


The greatest riddle that has ever con- 
fronted man is Life and its purpose. Yet 
this perplexing problem is clear to the 
student who seeks the mind of Christ 
through God’s record of His dealing 
with mankind. 


Even more than that, every Christian 
has in his Bible a key to many other 
more specific problems. It is impossible, 
for example, to interpret the phenomena 
of history, psychology, philosophy, etc., 
properly if one does not know how God 
works in and through men according to 


His will. The difficulty, of course, comes 
when we are confronted here with spe- 
cific problems and details—not gener- 
alities. 

For example, are the stories in Gene- 
sis largely myth? Was there actually a 
flood, and if so to what extent? Are 
the “historical” books of the Bible 
true history? These and many other 
questions will arise at once in the mind 
of the earnest Christian student when 
he is faced with the “facts” which pur- 
portedly “prove” that the stories of 
Genesis are derived from Babylonian 
mythology and that Moses could not 
have written the Pentateuch. 


Obviously, it is impossible that both 
sides are right. Moreover, we know that 
God’s Word is Truth since Christ Him- 
self said so (John 17:17; cf. also II 
Timothy 3:16). Therefore, there must 
be what we might call ultimate truth, 


that which includes not only “spiritual” 


but “material” things as well. This 
means that if we look at the world 
through the Bible—not the Bible through 
the world (a very popular pastime) —we 
would, by looking at things in their 
proper perspective, see how everything 
spiritual as well as material fits together. 


There can be no possibility of contra- 
diction since, in the final analysis, God 
is the God of true science just as much 
as He is the God of the Bible. When we 
have adopted this line of thought in the 
only truly “scientific” method of inves- 
tigation we find that all facts fit together 
perfectly to form one great picture of 
the world under the control of a Creator 
God, our Heavenly Father, through the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


Prayer without action is bypocrisy. 
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O.ite a number of decisions for Christ as 
a result of student personal witness have 
been reported to us in the past three or four 
weeks. One such conversion began when a 
Christian student suggested to his roommate 
that they have Bible-reading together before 
turning in for the night. This opened up the 
way for a heart-to-heart talk about God’s 
way of salvation, and so the latter's accept- 
ance of Christ. 


The MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN FELLOW- 
SHIP plans a series of fall lectures for the 
entire student body, probably to be held in 
the graduate auditorium. This project is meet- 
ing with the sympathy and support of the 
university president. The speakers slated are 
Dr. Sverre Norberg, Dr. Alexander Grigolia, 
Dr. Joseph Free. These lectures on Christian 
evidences will deal with problems raised in 
the fields of psychology, biology, archaeology 
and philosophy. 


The TEACHERS CHRISTIAN FELLOW- 
SHIP of Ontario, Canada, is now publishing 
“Credo” the official organ of this associa- 
tion. News of the branch activities of this 
growing movement, down-to-earth articles on 
the problems and opportunities of a Christian 
teacher, make significant reading for anyone 
in this field. His welcomes this magazine and 
wishes it success. 


UNIVERSITY OF MEXICO—A call for 
Inter-Varsity help has come from Christian 
students in this university. In 1927 the British 
Inter-Varsity Fellowship sent out one of their 
members, Dr. Howard Guinness, to pioneer 
for Inter-Varsity in Canada. Let us pray that 
God will similarly burden North American 
students with the need of students in Latin 
America and that in God’s time someone 
may be called to this strategic mission field. 


by C. Stacey Woods 


A brand-new Inter-Varsity chapter saw 
the light of day at OHIO STATE UNIVER- 
SITY recently. This is how it happened. The 
names of a number of Christian students had 
been turned in to the Inter-Varsity office in 
Chicago. Lois Troutman of the I. V. C. F. 
staff got in touch with these students, and 
the first night over 20 Christians met for 
dinner to plan a definite testimony for Christ 
on their campus. All of these students were 
real Christians eager for active fellowship and 
a definite soul-winning work for Christ. The 
strange thing was that, though individually 
they had had this burden, very few of them 
had ever met any of the others before, and 
each had thought that he or she was a “lone” 
Christian on the campus. The following night 
they came together again and brought other 
interested friends. A constitution that had 
been drawn up in the meantime was ap- 
proved, then the group voted to apply for 
affiliation with the Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship. They arranged the date for the 
next meeting for Bible study and prayer and 
laid plans for the work for the rest of the 
semester. His rejoices with them in their 
keenness and enthusiasm and prays that an 
effective witness for Christ may be established 
at Ohio State. 


Low in Religion Shocks Columbia Dean— 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY is considering es- 
tablishing a department of religion because 
of the “shocking degree” of religious illit- 
eracy prevalent among college students, Dean 
Herbert E. Hawks announced in his annual 
report. “The most dramatic and thought- 
provoking incidents fall dead with most stu- 
dent groups,” the dean said. This condition 
common on many campuses could be cor- 
roborated by Christian students throughout 
the country and is at once both a challenge 
and a responsibility to campus Christian 
groups. 
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